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- Nook is. the faireſt Ornament 
of the Soul of Man ; and whoſo- 


ever is -Endowd therewith, let it be 
of any kind, which is not miſchiouous, fails 
not of Eſteem amongſt all ſorts of Perſons, 
This is Gertainghat Knowle does more dt 
ftinguſh the Poſſeſſors of it, than Titles, 
Riches, or great Places: For tho theſe. Men 
may command the C; = and the Knee, and 
extort ſome outward kind of Keverence 
from Inferiors ; yet the Man of Under- 
ſtanding ts he, who is inwardly and truly 
reſpefed, whilſ the Gaudy, but E mpty 
Beans. no other than the Scarn and Deri- 
fron of all who Converſe with him. But 
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Knowledge, if his Underſtanding is Emi- 
nent in things laudable, andof great Weight 
and Moment, for whatever 1s greatly uſeful 
is highly valuable. 

And ſuch is the Knowledge, which I am 
 endeauouring to provide for, by the follow- 
ing Propoſals. 

' For why? as to the Theological part ; 
In the firſt piace, this is SM nloer 
Converſant about the greateſt Objets, God, 
and our ſelves; Secondly, and that a- 
bout the Grandeit and mot Concerning 
Truths relating to thoſe Objes.” Thirdly, 
It is a Kneniabes to which the moſt con- 
feaerable of other Sciences are ſome way Gr 
other appendant and ſubſervient. Fourth. 
ly, It is a Knowledge founded upon more 
certain Principles than. all other Sciences 
whatſoever ({carce the Mathematicks ex- 


cepted) All which {peak the Noble Na- 


Fure 


Ex eſpecially a Manis then Efermed for bir 


m— 
OTIS OO MOLE 


m— 
whe Hey 3451 


ture of Divine Knowledge! And Lat, "J 
It is the only. Knowledge which can con- ©. 
auf? us ſafe through the Maxzes and'Laby. © 
rinths of this orld, to our Keſt and Flip .-" 
ineſs m the other ; which does eminently © 
ſhew the Uſe fulneſs of it.'\ , 
Nor will the other Pires of Knowledge 

1 propoſe to promote by the following kind 
of Libraries, be Unuſeſul. From Hiſtory 
we can take a noble view of all Man fl ' 
and by our Obſervations rom thence of " « 
different Fates of Men, and their Cauſes, 
we' may: form to our ſelves mo#F excellent: 
Rules for the Conduct of Humane Life. 
Travels diſcover the Commodities of Foreign 
Countriet,to the great E nriching of our own; 
and nit only Merchaits,but all other Perſons 
beſudes,by reading' the Accounts of ſo many 
Nations of Men in the World, ſunk diwn 
to the lowneſs of Brutes for want of Know- 
ledge, may ſee Infinite Keaſon to bleſs that 
God, 
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| Gulwbo by an pas Rel; ton abebe- 
ning our Minds,has rais 'd us win the Ani- 
| TT; ntfs gait ur 
| from the Barbarous part of Mankind. ol 
* What ſhall Lay? By Knowledge in Hu- | | 
| manityor Morality, men becomeas it were, 
b:- ; mary pave Us EwHv GUGOVIOW,, a, poſed for the Recep- 
 trndf that Faith which will ſave *em,and 
thoſe Divine-Graces, whichwill render *em 
capable of Eternal Life. By an Inſight into. | 
I%tnre, Gardening, Apriculture, &c, All 
farts. of Perſons will learn how to meliorate 
therr, Condition and manner of Lyving whilſt 
- bereon Earth; And if there may be added 
*  bereafter toour Libraries,the Beſt Authors 
- in Mathcmaticks, Phyſick and Law, 
there will be. no means wanting even in the 
moſt Uncultivated parts of this Kingdom, 
to render che 1 hinking, Reading, andthe 
beſt part of DIFF ety thereof bothTntel. . 
leFually, Meorally aud Cruilly,as well as Di- 
Vine. 
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weinely Happy : For which R caſons ge # pe 
ys this Deg ſeems more immediately "2 
direted to the Service of the Clergy, "Jet 


Gentlemen, Phyſicians aud Lawyers will 


percerve they are not neglefted. in it, and 
will 'ſee themſelves concerned to promote it, 
And indeed thoſe Perſons of Quality, 
whoſe Eldeſt Sons being commonly brought 
« to no Employment, have a great 
eal of Time lying upon their Hands, 


ſeem to me tobe as nearly concern'd as any,to 


favour it. For many of theſe young Gentle- 
Men, when removed from the Univerſitees, 
theſe Fountains of uſeful and ſubſtantial 
Knowledge,and reſiding all their Life-time 
in Countries, where they can meet with no 
Books toempluy themſehyes in reading, and - 
whereby they may be able to improve 3 Ta- 
lent they have there gaind; they do there- 
upon 100 commonly become not foconſpicuous 


for their Excellent Knowledge, and Mo- 


rals, 
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}  -rals, as will be ever expeted from 


of Rank and Station in their Country. And 
when they v5 into one another's Company, 
for want of Good Senſe, are forc'd too often 
to fill up their Diſcourſe, and maintain a 
Comverſation, in the Porterly Language of 
Swearing, and Obſcenity. 

In ſhort, I think all Perſons of a tibe- 
ral and ingenuous Education, are fo much 
concern'd in a Defign of this Nature, that 
T cannot but flatter my ſelf with the Ex. 
peGations of ſome ſort of Succeſs in the 
Unaertaking.. But however T hope T have - 
offer d at nothing which. all candid Perſons 
will not own to be honeſtly deſugn'd, and 
which Scholars of. all Profeſſions will not 
at leaſtwiſe wiſh well to, though for want 
of men of a publick and aFrue Spirit to ma- 
 nage it mn their reſpetive T owns or Dean- 
 aries,little ar nothing ſhould be accompliſh'd 
2,1 it... - | D 
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PROPOSALS: 
TO THE 
Gentry and Clergy of this Kingdom, 


For Purchaſing Lending Libraries -in all the 
Deanaries of. England , and Parochial Libra» 
ries for Maryland, Virginia, and other of the 
Foreign Plantations, purſuant to.what is ſpoke 
of Borh,' in the Prefatory Epiſtle to the Biblio» 
theca Parochialis. 


Honoured SIR S, 

Mongft the many Laudable Contrivances for pro- 
[Nl noting Refigion and. Learning in thy World, 

in which fevera] Perſons of z Publick Spirit have 
labour'd more or eſs "inal "Ages, © there-feern- none 
ro. the , wound' be 'of grevter "SUvantages "70" EHter, 
would tend more to cultivate the Minds' of our young 
Gentry, and can be more adzpted to the preſent Circpm- 
am afraid are not enabled by there Preferments' to pur- 


CE 2:): 


chaſe a ſourth part of thoſe Books, which. it is abſolutely 
neceſfary every Paſtor ſhould. peruſe ; and yet from whom 
great meafures of Knowledge are expected in this inqui- 
ſitive Age) than if we could have Lending Libraries 
diſpos'd , one in every Deanary throughout the King- 
dom, for the Service- of thoſe who have occaſion to - 
borrow. +I ſhall not here repeat what I have already 
ſpoken of the Benefit thereof, both to Clergy and Baity, 
in the Prefatory Epiſtle to my BibliothecaParochialis : 
But having, 


F irſt; Computed the Charge of each Library ; _ 


Secondly, 7 will fhew by what means they may be pur- 
chas d': £ | 


Thirdly, How they may ge preſeru'd : And, 


©*Firſt, 45 fo the Charge, I preſume, if the Foundation of 
aLibrary:were once laid in-each Deanary, the Stock by 
one means or other would ſoon encreaſe. to a-compleat 
Sett of all neceſſary Books : And that well-choſen Books 
to the value of 30 /. would lay a good Foundation. 


Secondly, T am next 'to ſhew by what Methods they 
may be purchas'd-; and the, moſt caſte and likely Me- 
thod I can propoſe, will be. by Subſcriptions rais'd. amongft 
both Clergy and Gentry ; each Olergy-man ſubſcribing 
at the Viſitation ſome ſmall matter proportionuble to the 
Value of his Living, or Circumſtances in the World ; the 
Gentry, what in. their Geperoſity they ſhall think fit. 
And the Subſcriptions, of both to, be. taken, and. return'd 
to, Loadow;, and theLibraries tranſmitted into the Coun- 


x. That 


try in the Method following. 
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r. That one Third of the Subſcription-Mony, viz. 104. 
be ſubſcribd, and paid at the next Eafer-Viditation, 
tothe Rural Dean, or whom the Clergy of the Deanary 
ſhall agree upon, and return'd . up to. the: Treaſurers of 
the Subſcriptions, Mr. Francis Evans, Secretary to the 
Lord. Biſhop of Covenygry and Litchfield, or Mr, Thomas 
TOE at the Lord Almoner's Lodgings in IWhzze- 

all, . : Hr $-. 


2. That within a Month aſter, the following Books to 
the value: of Thirty Pound, be ſent "down into the 
ſubſcribing Deanaries to ſuch Places as. from the - Vi- 
fitation ſhall be direted. And that they be made 
up in fuch Boxes, or Book-Preſles, with. Shelves in 
them, and Locks and Doors to 'em, as will ſerve both 
to preſerve 'em in the Carriage down, and in the Place 
where they ſhall be depoſited for the -Publick Benefit. 
_ And being kept in ſuch moveable Repoſitories, they can 
at any time be remov'd to any other- part of. the 
Deanary, as by the Vote of the Clergy at a Viſitation 
ſhall be judged moſt convenient to have 'em lodg'd 
in ; and that without the Charge of building any Room 
wherein to lay 'em up. | | 


3: That to make up the remaining two Thirds for the 
Purchaſe of the Books, each of the Clergy do in their 
reſpective Pariſhes* and. amongſt the Gentry of their Ac- 
quaintance, follicit fome ſmall Subſcription towards this 
Publick Deſign, by which ſuch Subſcribers, whether 
Gentlemen, or Ladies, will be entitled to the Priviledge 
of borrowing at any time a Book for their own Reading ; 
and that there may be proper and acceptable Books for 
them, there are ſome of the moſt valuable; pieces. of Hi- 
Reno A 2 .- ſtory, 
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ſtory; Geography, and Trayels, provided in the folfow- 


4. That what is Subſcribed by the Gentry,be brought 
in to to the next Michaelmas Viſitation, and enter'd 
down in a Book, together with vhe Subſcriptions of, the 
Clergy, to be kept in every Library : And if there be 
ſomething wanting to make up the renfaining Twenty 
Pounds, it be made up by the Clergy, if there be any 
over, it be apply'd towards paying for the Book-Prefles 
and Carriage down, and the Surpluſage be laid- np in 
Bank againſt next Fofter Viſitation after this, towards 
pofckating another like quantity of Books, in order to 
compleat a uſeful and ſufficient Library in the refpþcQive 


5. That the Books ſhal{ be afforded to the Subſcribers, 
fomething below the Prices at which the Clergy, or 

Gentry uſually buy 'em by Retail in the Bookſellers 
' Shops. _ 


6. That - what Gratis-Buoks will be obtain'd of the 
Bookſeller, in confideration of ſo many bought of 'em. 
towards theſe Lending Libraries ; that rheſe be ſet aparr 
towards making up Parochial Libraries for for the: F9- 
reign Plantations. And it is found, that one Library in 
ten at leaft, wilt be obtain'd by this means rowards rhe 
Pablick Deſtgn ;'to which all Chriſtians, methinks, ſhould 
readily contribute ; ſuch as are moſt able, by immedi- 
ate BenefaQions; and every one that is we anable th ſuch 
a way 2s this, in which they have-a valunble conſider s- 
tion to themſelves for what they do towards carrying on 
chat neceſſary Fork ; for fo T ſhall be bold ro call in, if ir 


were 


(32) 
were but to werd off the Reproach under which we juſt-- 
ly lye, even to this day ; that whilſt our Adverſaries the 
Papiſts, are at vaſt harges every Year, in promoting 
their falſe Superſtition in the remoteſt parts of the World, 
there are but_ too few amongſt us, puder. her Opprobria 
dici, & dici potuiſſe, rey. vt yet ſhew'd that Value 
for their Religion, and the Honour of” God, as to con- 
tribute in any conſiderable way to advance-the Glory 
of their Saviour, by propagating the beſt Religion in the 
whole World, either here at. home, or amang(t their 
Country-men abroad. 


There is but one Objeftion Þ can foreſee againſt this. 
Method of procuring theſe Lexding Libraries, and that 
is the exceſſive ſcarcity of Money, eſpecially amongſt 
the Clergy at this time, when they are exhauſted more 
than others by Pablick Payments. | 


But indeed, the very Objeftior it felf feems to me to 
be the moſt forcible Reaſon for putring a Deſign of this 
Nature on foot, and that eſpecially ar this time. For is 
it ſo, that one third of the Engliſh Clergy, are not now 
in a Condition to buy a ſufficient quantity of Books ? 
Well, but on the other ſide, I hope it will be granted, 
that Books muſt be had, or elſe Religion muſt &en fall 
to the ground. And it fo, puttmg' both together, T think 
it will lolfow, that fince very few are capable to furniſh 
their Studies at-their own proper Coflt, it is therefore ne- 
ceſſary that all ſhould join their Forces; and what is im- 
poſſible for *em fingly, would be eatie for 'em jointly ; 
for Multorum, manibus gfande Levatur Owns ; ſo that in- 
deed this is reaffy the moſt proper Seaſon to et. fach a 
Nefoan on foor,” He 775 $949 
| But: 
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+ But.then 'if we conſider to what a high Perfection, 
molt, if not all parts of uſeful Learning have advancd 
in this laſt Age, ſo that we may rather tear a declenfion 
thereof (as is uſual with every thing whenit comes to 
its full growth) than hope for. much farther Improve- 
ments therein: But above all, if we conſider the impi- 
ous Principles which have begun to advance againſt us, 
and have gain'd ſo much ground: upon us by the Indu- 
ſtry of ſome, who at great Charge and Expence, do la- 
bour to. poiſon both "Town and Country with their Athe- 
iſtical and Socinian Notions ; Theſe things, I fay, if duly 
confider'd, will convince us, that this ſeems to be the 
very time pointed out by the Divine Providence for us 
to provide ourſelves of AZagazines, out of which we may 
-- be ſufficiently furniſh'd with that Panoply of excellent 
Learning and Knowledge, whereby we ſhall ſecure our 
ſelves and others, againſt the fiery Darts of the Devil ; 
and may be enabled at leaſtwiſe to ſtand our ground, 
whilſt Atheiſts, - Deiſts and Socinians, do fo earre//ly 
coxtend againſt rhe Faith. So much, upon many great 
Accounts, it ſeems to me to be a moſt proper Seaſon 
now .to begin the Foundation of Lending Libraries 
throughout the Kingdom. 

And whereas many of our Reverend Clergy have No- 
ble Libraries of their own, ſo as not to need themſelves 
a Supply of this Nature, I am not to doubt their Sub- 
ſcribing notwithſtanding, fince the Deſign of theſe Libra- 
Tis is not to ſerve a Man's private, but the publick Inter- 
eſt of Religion and Learning ; which ſuch Reverend and 
Learned Perſons do well know (none better) that every 
one is bound to provide for, more than his own, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe whoſe Condition and Circumſtanees in the 
World thall beſt enable 'em' for good Works. 


ot i 


I am not- indeed ſo fanguine as to: hope or expeR, that - 
notwithſtanding the Charge in the foregoing Method is. 
made fo eafie, that'a Clergy-man of Two hundred Pounds 
per  A1mum, \need not. ſubſcribe at a Viſitation above Ten: 
or Fifteen Shillings, -of One hundred Pound. above Five 
or Ten Shillings, and of Fifty Pounds above half a Crown 
or Five Shillings; notwithſtanding, this, I am not, I ſay, 
ſo. unacquainted with the Temper of: the World, as to 
expect that an Afair of this Nature ſhould not meet with 
Exceptions irom-ſome. And I alſo know the Prince of 
Darkneſs (the ſtrength of whoſe Kingdom does lye in 
the Ignorance of Mankind) has too much Intereſt ar 
ſtake, to let a Deſign, which does ſo direQtly tend to- 
the Ruine of his Dominion over the Souls of Men, go 
on without . Obſtruction. But however -the Manage- 
ment of this Afﬀair falling into. the hands of ſuch as do 
ſo well underſtand the Uſe and Benefit of Books, 'and who 
are withal ſo ſenſible of the peculiar need of 'em at this 
time, hope there will be a ſufficient number found: in 
moſt Deanaries of. well-diſpoſed and publick-ſpirited Per- 
ſons, both amongſt the Clergy and Gentry, who will 
carry it on in their reſpeQiive Diſtricts: And even thoſe, 
who may be backward at firſt, may come in afterwards, 
when they ſhall berter conſider theTendency which theſe 
Libraries will have to the Glory of God, and to in- 
creaſe the Uſefulneſs and Eſteem of the Clergy: So that 
tho? ſome ; ſhould happen at firſt to refuſe ſubſcribing, 
it-will not; hope-diſcourage others from, promoting the 
Deſign, ſo far as to make up at next Viſitation: the firſt 
Ten Pounds 'amongſt themſelves towards laying the 
Foundation. | 


Thirdly, 


* -—+ 


Thirdly, And now 1 am _—_ how the Lending Libra- 
ries partiealarly, may be preſerv'd. | 
How the Parochial may -be ſecurd from Loſs or 
Imbezelment, is, I hope fatisſaQorily ſhewed in the 
Prefatory Epiſtle- to the Bib/iorbeca Parochials : But 
it being defign'd' that theſe Lexding Libraries ſhould 
travel abroad, it may ſeem that 'the Books will be in 
danger to be ſoon loſt by paſſing through ſo many hands : 
However, in order to their being fully ſecurd, it may be 
provided by theſe following Methods ; x. That they be 
marked upon! the Covers to what Deanary they belong. 
2. That they be lock'd up in Book-Preſſes made on pur-: 
poſe to keep them in. 3. That” they be' depoſited with: 
the Rural Dean, or with the Miniſter or Schook-Maſter 
in ſome Market-Town, if near the Centre of the Dean-: 
ary, that ſo they may with very little trouble be ſent 
for any Market-day, and as ecafily return'd within a li- 
mited time: And it may be prefum'd,. that-any Miniſter 
or School-Maſter, for the uſe of ſuch e Library un- 
_ der his Key, will be willing to undertake the trouble 
to ſend out the Books, and receive them in upon 
octafion. 4. That the Limitation of Timefor keeping - 
a borrowed Book be determined by the Reverend -Sub= 
 ſeribers at the Viſitation, as a Month for a Folio, a Fort- 
night for a 40. 'and a Week” for an 8. which- will have 
this good Effet, that a Book will be read over with ſpeed 
and care ; Which if one's own, =_w lye' in '& Study 
without being quickly or very. carefully” peruſed, upon 
preſumption'that being 6ne's own it may at any time 'be 
read ; and therefore this by the way may be confider'd 
as one Advantage of Lending Libraries. 5, That the 
Borrower having ſent a Note deſiring any ON 
| ote 


Note be filed up, and his Name -enter'd it -v Book kept 
in the Library for that purpoſe, whae Year, Month -and 
Day he borrowed ſuch a Book ; and upon the Return: of 
the Book,. the Note be alſo return'd, and the Name of 
the Borrower crofsd out. 6. That a Regiſter of the 
Books ks to every Deanafy, be-given to the re- 
ſpe&ive Biſhops, and Arch-Deacons. 7. That each 
Library may be viſited once a Year by the Arch-Deacon 
in Perſon, or by three of his Clergy deputed by him to 
| ſee that the Books be not imbezeled or loſt. And by 
theſe means I believe they will be 'very well preſerv'd'; 
for why > Their being Letter'd to what Deanary 'they 
belong, will prevent their being transferr'd inyo any 
Man's private keeping ; or if they are, they*ll be as fea+ 
dily diſcover'd and own'd, as any living Creature by- its 
Ear-Mark ; and. the Arch-Deacon's Viſitation' will call 
'em all in once qyoar: And indeed fo far am I from fear- 
ing that theſe Libraries will fuffer any Diminution' by 
loſs of Books, that I believe they will daily enereaſe ; 
for the thinp +>) Fr put on foot, the Clergy at eve- 
ry Vifiration will be apt to continue' ſome ſmall Sub- 
ſcriptions.to buy in the new pieces' as' they ſhall come 
forth ; eſpecially ſuch as hall tend eonſiderably: to the 
' improvement of any part of Chriſtian' Knowledge. And - 
moreover, the Foundarior being once laid; many Learned 
Perſons amongſt the Clergy, ant others'who have a Zeal 
for the Churches Good, will be likely ts leave at their 
ath, their own Libfarits;  a&additions to theſe Lend- 
»dicg', and petheps' Legacies to buy 


ing Libraries pro 


oks :. Not to fay that' the thitlg being ornce be- 
gun , I conld eaſily propoſe, how the whole Coutſe of 
Hiſtory and Humapiry, mey he added ; and that fr 
ther means may be Ag Is it! time, t& provide all 
4 the 
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the Smaller Livings throughout the Kingdom, with ſuch 
| Leſſer Parothial Libraries as are deſign'd for the Plan-. 
rations. | | 


But to proceed, if now and then a Book ſhould be loſt, 
this ought no- more to diſcourage our Deſign,. than. it 
ſhould have hindered our Fore-Fathers from, building of 
 Parſonage-Houſes for us,” becauſe ſometimes they fall to 
decay ; or from giving Tythes and Glebe for the Main- 
tenance Of the Clergy, becauſe theſe do ſuffer daily di- 
minutions by Modus's growing upon us; through the 
importyaity of ſome, and the more Violent Sacrilegious 
Invaſions of the Churches Rights by others. Not to fay, 
That. there may be Proviſion made by Law to fecure 
theſe Libraries, 'and to repair their Loſs, as well as the 
other Dilapidations of the Church. _ FR 


And indeed, if it could be brought about by any means, 
that we might have 4oo. Lending Libraries fixt throuh- 
out the Kingdom, and the Clergy, by a ſmall Subſcrip- 
tion in every. Deanary, ſhould continue to add the valu- 
able new Books; that. ſhall come out hereafter ;_ Here 
would be; a ſufficient Incouragement. provided for the 
Learned Men. of our-Univerſities,.to undertake the giving 
us ſome: more ſuch Editions of the Fathers,and other Anci- 


* 


tition.of a Father,or, orher, Book of Value, the Learned 
of that Kingdom. have been; thereby cncouraged, and 
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enabled to give the. World ſuch Editions as they may juſty 
glory in; ſo it would make exceedingly for the Zonour of 
our Unjverfities, and-not alittle forthe /n? reft of our Nats- 
on:; For as'to the-formex. 'it would raiſe a Noble Spirit 
of Emulatign-in thoſe Learned Societies, and would excite 
more of the Members thereof,to Exert themſelves in being 
ſerviceable to theWorld in this kind;who:now for want of 
Encouagement, cannot ſpend | their time ſo much to 
their own, and the Publick Good :in this way, as other-' 
wiſe they might. And. as to che latter, whereas ſome 
Thouſand Pounds worth of Valuable, Books, Printed in 
Foreign parts, have been Imported Yearly, we by reaſon 
of the better Editions of the Ancient Writers, which our 
more -Learned Men are able to give the World, might 
be able te employ our own Paper-Makers, Stationers, 
Printers,  Book-Binders, Bogk-Sellers here at home, to 
the maintaining :many Thouſand Perſons. amongſt us, 
and might export ſo much of our own,-. and Foreign 
Paper Manufactured by our ſelves, as would turn the 
Prancy of that part of Trade:conſiderably on our own 
ide. | 


And-now | am to entreat the Candour of my Reverend 
Brethren, that, however I may be miſtaken in the Pra- 
Qicableneſs of this Deſign, they would believe I fincere- 
ly .intend the Good of Souls, ,and the : Honour of my 
Fundtion, and of my Nation too, 1n all-that is here pro- 
pos'd. That I am fo preſſing for both Parochial Libra- 
ries in the Plantations, and Lending Libraries in Eng- 
land, is, becauſe in the, former, 1 know-no good a Cler- 
gy, who.are not able to furniſh themſelves with Books 
in going aver, can do 1n, % Country where none_are 
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to be bought when they are- there, \nor-to be had' from 
the Merchants, but at: exceſſive Rates. And' in the lat- 
ter, | am certain 'thaj/ Good! cannot be-done; which is 
expeted'from every Mihiffer-hero-in England; whien the 
Third Parc of our. Parochial' Clergy are-nor-enabled* by 
their Preferments, to buy the fourth part of thoſe: Books, 
which are neceſiry to enable _'em fully to inftru@ the 
People in the meer Neceſſaries to Salvation. And as for 
our younger Gentry, I cannot think bur it would tend 
extreamly to furniſh their Minds alfo with that- uſeful 
Knowledge in Hiſtory, Travels, Humanity, Agriculture, 
and all ſuch Noble Arts and Sciences, as will render *em 
ſerviceable to their Families and- Countries, and! will. 
make *em confiderable- botly at home and ' abroad : And 
that it will very much keep 'em from idle Converſation; 
and the Debaucheries atrending- it-, to: have- choice- 
ColleQions of fuch Books diſpers'd through all the King- 
dom, and waiting upon. em 1n their own Parlors, as wilt 
ennoble their Minds with Principles of Vertue-and true 
Honour, and. wilt 'file off that Roughneſs, Ferity and 
Barbarity, which are the never failing Fruits of Ignorance 
and Illiterature, Standing Libraries will ſignifie little in 
the Country, where Perfons muſt ride fome miles-to look 
into a Book; ſuch Journeys being: too expenſive of Time 
and Money : But Lending Libraries; which come- home 
to *em without Charge, may tolerably- well ſupply the 
Vacancies in their own Studies, till ſuch! trme as theſe 
Lending may be improv'd into Parechiat Libraries. 


And whereas it may be objected, that - the-Books: wilt 
be fo often Borrow'd,; that it will be hard-for any one te 
have the Book-he wants. - I'am fo- far front being/ mach! 
concern'd to anſwer it,” that I heartily wiſh the rent 

: Uſe 
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Uſe and'frequent' Borrowing: of Books out: of theſe Li- 
braries; may: make ir a real! ObjeQion. Bur to-reply' as 
rchgees Mw” -; the Limitations mention'diabove; will 
ferch typ Booka'Perſor ſhall-want,wittins Month 
at fartheſt; and indeed there being ſeveral /Authotyiſpes 
cify'ditr fach'a Library; as:Þ deſign;! upon'moſt of the 
Subjeas, if one be not; tb be: had, . Satisfaction\mav' be 
fought in the mean time from another. Anid}-in the 
whole, I am the more forward to hope for great Advan- 
tages from theſe Lending Libraries eſpecially, having 
had ſome Experience of the Benefit thereofin a Country, 
where one ſuch Library left by a Pious and Learned Di- 
vine at his Deatfi; tas dorte much to improve many of 
the Parochial Clergy within ſome Miles, (who conſtantly 
borrow out of it,). to that degree, as to make 'em as uſe- 
ful Menin' their Statton, as \any I have had the Happi- 

neſs to be acquainted with. | 


In ſhove; as-meer Zeal for Publick Service hath excited 
me to leave no Stone unturn'd, to procure Parochial Li- 
braries for the Plantations, in which I thank God -I have 
had hitherto no mean Succeſs; ſo if with the ſame Labour 
E can be ſerviceable in the like Deſign to my deareſt Mo- 
ther the Church,and my Reverend Brethren at home,[I ſhall 
think my ſelf ſufficiently happy in ſuch an Employment-: 
And-indeed,as I know not that thing in the World, where- 
in I could take that SatisfaCtion,as in this piece of Service- 
to our Church at home ; ſo provided this Deſign of 
Lending Libraries in England ſhould univerſally take, 
whereby, without any Man's Charge, properly ſpeak- 
ing, ſo great an Advance will be made towards Parochial 
T Fries in the Plantations : Inſtead of Zibraries for 
Maryland, the bounds of my firſt Deſign, Iſhall not on- 


ly 
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'ly extend my Endeavours for the Supply: of -all the-Zng- 
liſþColonies in America therewith ; but can moſt wil- 
ling be a Miſſionary into every one of thoſe Provinces, to 
fix and ſettle them therein: when they are obtain'd, being 
ſo fully perſwaded_of the ' great. Benefit of theſe kind of 
Libraries, that -I ſhould not think 'em too dear a Pur- 
chaſe, even at the hazard of my Life, being to both Church ; 
and Clergy | 


A moft Devoted, and 


EHlumble Servant, 


T yo. Br av. 


by hs nf 


Note,” 1. 14 thoſe Large and Populous Cities, where there will be 
Subſcribers enough to raiſe a Library, there the Library may be 
appropriated ſolely to the Uſe of the Clergy and Gentry of that 
Place ;, only it may be expetted from the Clergy eſpecially, that 
therr Quota of Subſcriptions be made alſo:tawards the Deanary- 
Libraries for the Uſe of the Rural Clergy, it being the Firſt and 
Principal Deſagn to ſupply them, eſpecially thoſe in ſmaller Fi- - 
carages and Curacies... 


2. If in the ſame Deanary there are ſeveral Market-Towns, it ' 
would be bappy if the Foundation of a Library could.be laid in each - 
of *em, Libraries being more peculiarly uſeful in Matket-Towns, 

where #bough it be requaſste the Abilities of the C lergy ſhould be the.. 

greateſt, yet the Proviſion and Maintenance for 


that Purpoſe is : 
commonly the leaſt. 


3.. If the Foundation: of a Library © can be -laid in every Market- - 
Town, . then the adjacent Clergy and Gentry may entitle them - 
ſelver by their Subſcriptions, to the Library of ſuch Neighbour- - 

' ung Towns, from whence they ſhall be able with moſt eaſe and © 
.conveniency.to ſend for a Book at any time. 


4. If theſe Deanary-Subſcribtions ſhall ſo multiply, that any one - 
of the Books propoſed in the following Sett ſhall become ſo ſcarce, as 
not to be bad at all, or at an unreaſonable rate, then another - 
Book equivalent in 4#ts intrinſick Worth and Price ſhall be ſent m -- 
its ſtead. | 


, 
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CATALOGUE of BOOKS 


Deſign'd to lay the Foundation of 


Lending - Libzaries 


Tobefix'd in all the Market-Townsin Augland, 


it 51 F-QORe 

The Uſe of the Clergy, "Shook... | 
Maffers,.. aud Gentlemen ' of ſuch 
Towns, and Pariſhes adjoining, .4s [hall 
ſubſcribe towards the Parc e of the 
 Jaid Books. 


|. Hiſtory, 
 Ecceleſiaftical, Is 


General. 


Opin's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 3 Yol. Fol 
| Platdua' s Lives of. the Pope's ; contin by 


. Sir Paul Aicell, ns 


_Parti- 


Particular, EE 


+ Sleidan's Hiſtory of the Reformation of the 
Church, from ' the* Errors and Corruptions of 
the Church of Rome,. Fol. _ 

| Biſhop Barnez's Hiſtory of the Reformation of the 
Church of England, 2 Dol. Fol.” oo 


Civil, 
General, | p 


&ſerii Annales V. & N. Teſtamenti, Fel. 


Particular, 


Puffendorf's IntroduQtion' to the Hiſtory of Eu- 
"rope, 8®, 

" Mazaray's Hiſtory of France, Fol. 

Sir R. Baker's Chronicle of the Kings of E 
continu'd to the latter Eng of Ke King Cher oth the 
Second, Fol. ; 


Geography and Travels, 


General, | Rf 


Yarenius's Geography, with Sanſon's ms | and 
the County-Maps of England,' Fol. | 
Theſaurus Geographicus, Fol. 


Particular, TE WIR am 
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 Camden's Britanuia, Pol. 
Dr. Brown's Travels through the JI = & 
Enrope, Fol. | Mif- 
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Miſſow's Travels: to ltaly, 2th 8%. 35 

; Sir George Wheeler's Travels A Ghent Pak 

Sir Fobn Cherdin's Travels through the Black 
Ses;and the Country of Colehis i into Perfia, and 
the Eaſt-Indies. 

___ Knox Hiſtory of the Ifdandof Ceylon, Fol. 

| Gage's Deſcription of the Weft-Indies, 892. 

Dampier's Voyage round the World, 82. 


: Theology, 
1. Apologetical, 
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Grotius de Veritate Chrifiane Religions," 12. 
Parker's Demonſtration of the Law of Nature, and 
of the Divine Authority of the Chriſtian Reli- 


n, 4y. BRIKL, 
« hn eget Sermons at” Me. Bytes Le-. 
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_ Biſop FIT 7 Natural Religion, 82. 
II. . General Bodies of Divinity, - 
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Ellis 39 Articuli, 129. Ms | 
| Dr. Seot's Works, 4 Yol. 89. 
| Phillippia Limborch Theelogia C brifians, Fol. 
Turretini Compentints 4 CEE: Las 
S175: : V Þ 2 44d. +» Wo 
D110 Prrgcular p upon fore of che mare impor 
rant Subjects. 


Piel, oy the Whole Body 0 Th Criſie Fi or 
weeks me of its Great Artic rid] 


Biſhop Pearſon ot th Chee of 
D. 2 Dr. 


br. Felthedis Divine-Bxiſtenos,o8?. : 
qe ns es Tiadenien FE) the Holy 


| Upon the Saidation of Crit, $8. | 
Dr. Ziad) x n the ReſurreGtion, 89. | 
Dr.. Sherlock on Death, 82, / | 
---- Oo Judgment, BY. 774 LJ hn  { 


Secondly, Upon what relates to the Duties of 
Chriftianity, and upon the Duties thewſaver 


Suarez de Legibus, Pol. | 
© Biſhop Zaylors Diitor Dabitantivep, Fol. 
Sanderſon de Obligatione Cf, oY. : 
-»+9 'Caſus, 89. 
Whole Duty of Man's Works. Of! ; 
KerrleweP's Meaſures of Chriſtian Obedience, 89, 
Goodman's Penitent pardon'd, 8% i 
Biſhop Parrick on , and che Lent-Faſt. 
Dr. Hooper on the Lent: Faſt, go, 
Kertlewel on'the Sacrament, $9: - | 
Dr. Lucas of radar ng 3 Parts, 89, _ . | 


IV. Sermons. 


 Tillozſox's Sermons, Pol. ; | 
Sir Matth. Hales's Ry Moral and Di- | ; 
- v3; 3; Parts, 89.:: 


V. Controverhie. 


'D# Comber's Roman F orgerie, with the Church- 
Hiſtory, 4 Pares, 4 


Mr. 4lley's Works, 4 RS 89. 
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Ara. 's _—_ of w in the Worltip 
| | of God, "ak the Defences, 89: pf = 
| -  Snakeinthe Grab, 8%. " 
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SEN ni ed) AN. 
ADDITION of + BOOKS 


To the Value of Ten Pounds, to' be ent" inco 
ſuch Deanaries, where the Clergy arein.a Con- 
dition, : and: the -Gentry are forward to lay 
a larger Foundation for theſe L ending-Libraries ; 

. the Money to be _return'd, one halt. at, pre- 


'=fent, the” ocher at che next Mi hair Vilica- 


od, 


YR HoneT's] Inivcrlal Hiſt 2. tal. Fu.” 

* Hiſtory of the Council o' Trent, Fol. 

A echbilhop Laue's Life, Publiſh'd by Mr. Wharton, Fol. 

Thevenot's Travels into Perka and the Eaſt-Indies, Fol. 

Dr. Barrow's Sermon's,.3 Yol. Fol. not now to be had, bur 
will be. reprinted if this Defign takes, as will many 
other . valuable Books now out of Print, particularly the 
next; viz. 


The : Rac Divines Caſes againſt the Diſſenters, Pol.” 
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N. Commentators upon 
the Seropieyor fuch as Dr, Hammond's Annotations, and Biſhup Pa- 
trick's gr are not inſerted in this Catalogue, becauſe ſuch 
_ ought Fob e always at band to be conſulted upon occaſion ; wbereas the 
Books falling under this Deſign are to be read through, and then ſpeedily 
return” 
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ADVER TISEMENT. 


IBLIOTHEEA PAROCHIALIS: + 
Or, A SchEme of ſuch Theological Heads, -. 
both General and Particular, as are more pecu- - 

| larly Requiſite ro be well Studied by: every 
Paſtor of a Pariſh: Together with a (atalogne' - 
of Books which may be Read upon each of thoſe: - 
Points By THOMAS BRAY, D.D.. 
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